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Synopsis

This is a comprehensive study of the life of Nasir-Khusraw, one of the foremost poets of the Persian
language and a major Ismaili thinker and writer. Celebrated for a poetry that combines art with
philosophy, trusted for the details of his travels throughout the Middle East, revered and criticized for
his theological texts, he remains one of the most fascinating figures in Islamic history and literature.

This volume also includes sections of his work.
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Customer Reviews

'Here, at last, is a book that succinctly introduces the Ismaili poet and da’l (missionary) Nasir-I
Khusraw to the general reader, to his students, and to academics.’ -Edebiyat: Journal of Middle
Eastern Literatures "...Hansberger’'s book maintains the balance between being highly informative

and pleasantly readable.’ -Middle East Studies --This text refers to the Paperback edition.
Alice C. Hunsberger has been a Research Fellow at the Institute of Ismaili Studies in London and
she has previously taught history, philosophy, and religion at Hunter College, Queens College, and

the University of Technology in Isfahan. --This text refers to the Paperback edition.

Great book. A must read



| have perian version of all Nasir Khusraw book, and wanted to read about this great Ismaili
philosopher. | read in the description belonging Nasir Khusraw Balkhi to Iran country. Nasir Khusraw
is from Balkh Afghanistan. He went to Iran to meet with Ismaili Imam and came as a Da’ai back to
Balkh. He died in Badakhshan(a province in Afghanistan). All claims to call Nasir Khusraw and

Mawlana Balkhi as Irani is not true. They are all from a great nation Afghanistan.

Dr Hunsberger’'s book takes us on the wondrous travels of the seminal poet and philosopher who
helped to shape the thinking and practices of his many readers and disciples. Her lively and
insightful account of Nasir's hajj and his stops along the way make him come to life and illustrate
how his experiences shaped his philosophy and influenced his timeless writing. Dr Hunsberger’s
artfully written book is must reading for those curious about the development of civilization in the
Middle East.

Dr Hunsberger’s biography of the seminal Persian poet and philosopher is a must read for anyone
curious about the state of affairs in the Middle East a millennium ago. Her exhaustive research and
insight gives ballast and meaning to the personality of Nasir Khusraw as well as his travels and his
journals. | highly recommend Dr Hunsberger's most-amazing book to any scholar devoted to Middle

Eastern, Arabic, Persian or Islamic studies. Nasir was a dedicated scholar and so is Dr Hunsberger.

This book answered a lot of questions that | had about the people of Badakshan and surrounding
areas. Extremely readable book. Age old philosophies disclosed, still relevant after 1000 years.

Great poetry and translation by Alice Hunsberger. Must read by all Rumi fans.
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